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CONFIDENTIAL

DhPiudhitýT OF Thr Ah•,Yf
•U•''•H 15T AVIATIOhj B•iG:,UE

AiO San Francisco 963b4

AV-5A-0 15 I.Lay 1969

oUbJ.LCT: Operational Report of Headquarters, Ist Aviation Brigade ior
, eriod znding 30 April 1969, rLCS Cbi'OR-65 (RI) (U)

TO.0; DI&I'lUTIiMIJ,

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activitics.

a-. Cor,.tand.

(1) (U) The mission of the 1st Aviation Bri'jaae rem.ainedu unich.nged,
thut of providing effeccive responsive rnny A.%,iaticn support to U6, RV..
and •i.t round eleinents.

'2) (U) Chang(s in Key Staff i-ersonnel

(a) Commanding General
i Lajor General Robert it. w'illiams, Q22962, 1 i; 69 - 30 ,AR 69
iBrigadier General Allen k°. 1urdett, Jr., 026048, 31 IAR 69 -

30 A1'R 69

(b) Deputy Brigade Coa-mander
Colonol James C. 6mith, 038314 4R, 1 I.iB 69 - 2U ,:.-R 69
Colonel William C. Boelhm, 063051 IN, 21 mIAR 69 - 30 APR 69

(c) Doputy 6rigadie Conuaander/Adrinistration
Colonel --.jilliam C. Boelhi, 063051 IN, 1 e_'-B 69 - 20 . 69
Vacant 21 flAR 69 - 30 APR 69

(3) (U) At the end of the reporLing period the organization and loca-
tion of major units are shown in the Organization Chart at Incl I and the
Station List at Incl 2.

(4) (U) uuring the rcporting period Co.mmanderl s Notes for the months
A .ril .--nd ..ay (Numbers 3 and 4 in the 1969 Series) appear at inclosures
3 and 4.

(5) (U) AGI. During the period 15 April - IS April 1969 the 1st
A......viation brigade HL underwent its annual IG. In addition to the Brigade
r!, the 5th ,viation et .en t--,--S th-ei-i.ta--r isto-ry--Detachment-an&
12th iublic Infonmation Detachment were also inspected.

FoR olruT

Inciosure
InclsureDOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL 15 KaY 1969

kAVIAGC-U
JLJýZT: Operational Report of Headquarters, Ist Aviation brigace for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, iXS C,,Ot-65 (RI) (U)

b. G-1.

(I) (C) Brigade Strength. The average strength of the 1 st Aviation

b£3igade during the period February 1969 through April 1969 is as follows:

nU 1T OFFICES ,,ARRAT OFFICLRb "vLISTtb TOTAL_

HW, 1st Avn Bde 44 10 155 209
12th CAG 787 969 6535 8291
17th CZG 641 902 6019 7562
164th CAG 402 296 3153 3851
165th Avn Gp 79 17 1321 1417
212th CAB 152 6222
TOTAL 2105 2263 18391 22759

(2) (U) Officer Strength. The strength of the ist Aviation Brigade
Officer personnel by grade as of 20 April 1969 is as follows:

AbSIGWZD & ATTACHED
GAAý.M iHC & DzTAC•,r•NTS B BDL TOT.AL

GO 1 1
CUL 2 7
L'X, 8 52
eLJ 23 278
CrT 8 846
LT 6 988
WU 11 2410
T'i'OL 59 4582

(3) (U) Personnel Transferred. The following number of personnel
transferred into or out of the 1 st Aviation Brigade during the period
February 1969 through April 1969:

Replacements & Rotatees:

ttLAC±eA'Tb OTtT'L,&S

Officers & W3's 1036 570
Enlisted ken 361421
TOTAL 4650 3991

(4) '(U) Awards. Awards Quarterly Report as of 27 April 1969:

2
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CONFIDENTIAL
,•VB,•GG-O 15 hay 1969
bUujhCr: Operational Report of Headquarters, Ist ,viation Brigade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS Cz0OR-65 (RI) (U)

FzSRUJY PiARCIi 1PdlRL TOTtL

DSC 0 0 1 1
14 . 10 19 43

Lori 4 2 1 7
jiC 97 76 76 249

1 3 0 4
Do'V1 13 24 12 49
Bb 140 231 3W6 679

173 103 64 340

7098 5672 5534 18,304
V 54 26 113 193

431 330 428 1189
H 6 13

TOLd. 8031 --- [ 21,071

(5) (U) •ppointzaents. Appointments for Conraissioned and .;arrant
Officers:

Warrant Officer Flight Training 10
Warrant Officer USAýR 6
USARV Direct Commission ., 16
Regular army Appointment (Warrant) 6
Regular Army Appointment 11
Direct Commission TAG 19
OCS 1

(6) (U) Orders. Orders Published by HK, Ist Aviation Brigade

GCJWER,-L ORDijtS SPECIAL ORDrýRS LETTER ORDERS

February 472 29 28
Liarch 483 34 46

pr ! 496 32 69

c. G-2.

I) (VOUO) Investigative Actions. The following Personnel Security
Investigative actions were proce sscd through the Ist kviation. Brigade' s
rersonnel Security Investigative Branch during this reporting period:

(a) Request for Background Investigations: - 12
(b) Request for verification of Background Investigation: - 159
(c) hequest for National Agency Check: - 64
(d) Request for verfication of National Agency Check: - 65
(e) Request for verfication of Entrance National Agency

Check:-6

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
,,VB,,GC--O 1 5 May 1969,

aUbJtýCT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RC0 CiOR-65 (RI) (U)

Of thu 356 actions processud, 268 of these actions have Lc;n completed.

(2) (FOUO) Other Intelligence Activities:

(a) Sucurity inspcction of subordinate units conducted: - 6
(b) Other visits conducted:

1. UbiV i•OC G-2 -220
2. LONG BLH rObT S-2 - 89
3. II FF H, G-2 - 12
t. Subordinate Units (Bde) - 8
2. 702 MiID -. 6

(c) iNumbcr of LTbUi•i submitted to higher HQS: - 89
(d) Lumber of lost documents invwstigation (.,R 15-6) - 2
(e) Number of' lost locuxcnts investigations pending: - 0

d. G-3.

(i) (C) Plans

(a) i.JTOz 1-252G was prepared and is programed for submission to US,,RV
in i.•ay 1969. This MITOL will modify iTOG 1-252G dtd 28 October 1968, for
HOC, Combat ,viation Group.

(b) i-.TOm's 17-96T, 17-98T and 17-99T vwre prepared and are program-
med for submission in June 1969. i4ITOE 17-98T will integrate the Sigal
Detachment (RL) and Transportation Corps Detachment (KD) into the Air
Cavalry Troop. M'TO 17-96T is for HHT, Air Cavalry Squadrons; I4TOE 17-99T
is for D Troop, Air Cavalry Squadrons.

(c) 1mTu.t 1-87G was received and following units were reorganizod:

1. 312th Aviation Support Detachment
2. 313th ,xviation Support Detachment
3. 314th Aviation Support Detachment
4. 315th Aviation Support Detachment
2. 316th ,,viation Support Detachment
6. 317th Aviation Support Detachment
7. 318th Aviation Support Detachment
8. 319th Aviation Support Detachment
9. 320th Aviation Support Detachment
10. 321st Aviation Support Detachment
11. 322nd Aviation Support Detachment
12. 323rd Aviation Support Detachment
13. 324th aviation Support Detachment
14. 325th aviation Support Detachment
15, 326th Aviation Support Detachmcnt

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
• • ,."(: '4).- 15 1,•-, 1969

oU3J"C'T: Opterational Report of iicadquzrt crs, 1 st ,viation Brig:.de for
Period iDiding 30 april 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

16. 327tn zviation Support Detachrn(.nt

17. 338th Lvi---tion Support Detachmnrit
18. 339th Aviation Support Det.chmunt
19. 340th ,viation Support Dutachrncnt
20. 341st .ýviation Support Detachment
21. 342nd jviation Support Detachment
22. 343rd Aviation Support Detachment
23. 3L44th Aviation Support Dctchnmnt
24. 345th ,uviation Support Dctachmcnt
ft2-. 346th ý,viation Support Detachcent

. 347th ,viation Support Detachlm-nt
27. 348th ,tviation Support Deta.chmemt
28. 359th ,..viation Support Dotachrment
29. 360th jviation Support Detachment
30. 361st ,,viation Support Dctachment
3i. 362nd ,.viation Support D(tac c.acnt
32. 363rd ,viLtion Support Detachmcnt
3_. 364th iviation Support Detachment '

(d) The following reorganizational structure ;is made since 1 Fob 69:

1. The 120th Assault Helicopter Comp~a~y eexd the Command 4.irplanc
Company wurc reassigned from the 12th Combat Aviation Group to the 165th
.,viation Group to facilitate command and control of the aforementioned
units. No relocation of units was required.

2. The 238th .- crial Weapons Comp-ny a.nd the 587th TC Detachmcnt
arrived in the Republic of Vietnam in iMarch and wcro assigned tc this
comiand on 25 'iarch 1969. Both units were furth:er assigned to the 17th
CombAt .-viation Group and locz.ted at ,,n Khc, RVN.

3. 5th iAviation Detachment attached to HHC, 1st ,vnl Bdc;.

4. 8th llilitary History Detz.chment attached to -JHC, 1st Avn Bdo.

•. 12th PID (TM FB) attached to HHC, 13t ,.vn Bdc.

6. 129th i.[edical Detachment assigned to 12th CB.

(2) (FOUO) Training

( ') Training Quotas. The following data is .a recapitulation of
trz'.ining quotas allocatud to subordinate units of the Brigade during
this quarter. Quotas include those from the Arny Aviation Refresher
Training School. (,.ATS), US.JIV ,H-IG/OH-6A training tcam, Jungle Sur-
vival School, and the Brigade UH-I1 IP School, as follows:

CONFIDENTIAL

5



CONFIDENTIAL
.V1).,U( -0 15 MLay 1969

bUriJPCT: Operational Report of H-adqu1..rt.;rs, I st ,.viation BrigadeC for
ecriod Ending 30 ,pril 1969, RCS CbFOiR-65 (RI) (U)

1. COURn 1 4UOT,,S

T53-Ll 1 Engine 43
T53-Ll'3 wi-in,ý 49

T55 !!nginc 44
T63 Engine 18
Uh-IC/,,J-IG ,irfr~znc 24+
UH-1 D/H .,irfrvjnc 28
Oli-6o ,•ir fr"ar 18
OH-47 Airframe 28
,.irc raft Technical Supply 30
Enlisted irmamcnt 43
Officur ,.rmnarcnt 14
T55-L-11 Engine (Special) 32
Signal Course ,dN/GitC 106 Operator 4

2. US,,RV ,,h-lU./OH-6,, Tr-ining

,H-1IG 15
OH-6,, 11

3. zDb, Uh-i IP School 27

4. Survival School 45

(b) Pilot Training. Units of the Ist ,iviation Brigade continue to
conduct pilot training classes to transition VNF and ROKF-V aviators in
the UH-ID/H. These classes arc approxim-iately 90 days duration. - sum-
mary of this training is as follows:

1. Courses starting during period:

COUR"A CLASS STRT DiLT NO STUD TS

VN,-F 21 February 13
VN,.,F 20 iLarch 9
VIk, 21 April 9
AOL-V 7 April 6

2. Courses graduating during period:

COURSE GRDU,dTION DxI'E NO STUD TS

"VON F 21 February 7
VN,.F 14 March 2 Staff
ViJŽ 21 Maxch 2 Staff
7,4F 12 ,•pril 7
Vli,_* 21 April 2 Staff

6
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CONFIDENTIAL
IV~CIC-0 15 IWIy 1969

bUhJrCT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 1st ,viation Brigade for

?criod Ending 30 ipril 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(3) (FOUO) Operations

(a) Procedures Guide. The now .iviation Operational Procedures Guide
has boen printud and is currently being distributed to all I st Aviation

Brigade Units and all other commands in RVN and CONUS who would have an

interest in such a document. The guide represents a mnjor task in writ-

ing and compiling: it is considered an invaluable reference for the
manV supported units. , copy of the guide is attached at inclosure 5.

(b) Tactical Operations Center (TOC). The TOC, an underground bun-
ker compliUx, built priaarily by Brigade icadquarters personnel, ,r.s com-

pleted and occupied on 5 February 1969. Consisting of a radio room, tele-
type reoom, and operations center, it wiLl enable the Hrigade Headquarters
to continue functioning, at a reduced level, should The tactical situation

dictate its occupation. The operations portion of the bunker is currently
mrnned 24 hours daily by personnel froein the G-3 section.

(1) (U) Ciq-!I Tctm. The brigadc Co=mLand 1,-aintenancu Nanagemrnt In-
spection Team (Ci,ý.a) conducted a total of 24 Cff's during this quarter
of which 19 were rated satisfactory and-5 unsatisfactory. ,. USnRV T,,RS
Training Ttarn visited Brigade subordinate commands to conduct training
for unit and staff personnel in preparation for Material Rcadiness Reports
(Di. Form 2406): the team also adzainistered courtesy inspections of unit
raotor pool records.

(2) (UQ CCIL. Instructions to subordinate units were consolidated
and expanded, facilitating the preparation of the Commander1 s Critical
Itffn List (CCi4.at UdAi Linl, *nd reviow by the 1st Logistictil Cozz-aand.

Response to th' CCIL has improvdd-thu overall logistics imnangerant Within
the Ist .,viation.Brigade,

(3) (U) Project COLES. Ist Aviation Brigade Regulation 55-7 w¢as
publishied on 26 Earch 1969 incor;-orating mtny letters and nTsa•s from
U1-uBV :,ad the I st Aviation Brigade, cozpiling all instructions and ro-
porti,& procedures and tine 'requited iii, pro jaration ofi the report to an

absolute miniram consistant with operational requirements. Brigade units
have exceeded the goals established by USJIRV in all cases.

(4) (U) Property Accountability: Dollar Limitation for Quarterly
Rcjorts of Operational Loss. The 1st Aviation Brigade Regulation Was

revised and rcpublished on 15 March 1969 to include the Air Cavalry Squad-
rons, the standardization of the aviaýtion companies to include NKTOE actions

absorbing the TO and SC detachments and to include subsequent increasus

and decreases in current pricing guides since the last edition.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
15 1Hkay 1 969

bUiJ.LGTJ: Operajtional Report of Headquarters., 1 st L~vjztion brigadc for
Period Ending 30 A'pril 1969, XS$ CSFOR.-65 (R1 ) (U)

(5) (U) b.afuty . Possession, CarryinL;, and Use of Firc -r7.is and
Dangecrous Wuapon.s. The 1 st A'viation Drigade Rcgulaýtiori 2 11-5 w-3ru
viSud inl rcsipons. -to numerous lost wea-pons, left unsecured in,, parked
aircraft, welapons not ohysicoally worn -while i-nflight and v~z'-C~ns_ left
in billeto at nir-ht. In addition, coordination wa~s effected wi-th theý
44th Viudical Brigadce which resulted in standardizing procedures within
th two units to safeguard the weapons of pcrsonnel eývacuate.d through
Ib'J1Cýdil fa~cillitics.

(6) (U) Logistics :'izumuuiition Basic Loads aind Base Camp Defense
5toc s.The 1 st Atviation Brigade Regulation 700-1. in coordination aith

the t,ýi.uLnition Surveillance Branch, 1st Log'istical Coi-nMand, 1-as publish-
,.d on 22 ",,ril 1969. The rogulation formally established the minimum
sto ,ndards, unit poli~cies, procedures and responsibilities for the develop-
mn~et :and :7,aintona-nce of zim~iunition basic load and ba-se camp defczISu Stocks
to includo accounting, 1admnistration, fire protection, stor:_.ge md
safety.

f. 10.

(1) (U) Informaction Officc Activities. During this reporting qua-rter,
the Infoniation Office pioneured inroads inpublicizinjg tho 1st kviaticon
Brig..a st rike -and- support mission in the Republic of Vietric~m. In
support of this publicity:

(a) The first color and sound motion picture dea~ling with the 3-yea.r
oldi DrigaLde was filme-Ld entirely on location throughout Vietnam.

(b) .ApproxLxc.t,:;y 2,000 Homaetowni News Releases were submitted to
the US Army Homnetownm Nows Cantor,

(c) Feature news aIrticles -aid news releases have bee-n reprinted in
mi-Llitýr-y new-vs m;Lcdia., Pa"cific Stars cend Stripe;s, -and the -)rigadc haýs re-
ce.ived in-depth radio cand television coverage by ABC Randio/TV., CBS-TV,
the Germanz Uatonal Television Network and the French National Television

ctvuork.

(d) The coixanand maga:zine "HiAWK"I has highlighted fea-ture anrticle-s
deaz-ling, with the Free 'World Assistance Forces (Republic of Korea-, thc

Coraicweathof Australia a,-nd Thailtmd)., and has initiated a series of
!ISn.-orts Lin Vietnam" and "Mall.

(2) (j)N 10 Correspondents a~nd Photographers. Informiation Office
correspondents and photographers ha~ve given in-depth com~bat cov'.rageb-
dur~ing this quarter not only to Brigado units but also to sister servicos,
e.rr. The USS Bencirah, the USS Now Jersey (Nav--%y) and the recovery of a
US A'ir Forc,: a.ircraft downed by the enefi.T

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
15 L,'.:'.y 1969

bUEJECT: Operational Report of H}adquartors, 1 t Aviation Drigade for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

g. signal.

(I) (C) Secure Voicc Device, TS&L/KY--8 SLatus: The ist jiviation nri-
gade haos rocoivwd 115, or 92%, of the total KY-81 - authorized. The Bri-
gade has 57% of the KY-8's received in opurationumL sucurm voice nets. The
KY-8's that ý.rc on hand but not -Li opcrational rints •ac due to lack of
radio --dapter ca,.rds or x-mode cables.

(2) (C) KY-28 Status. ist ,1 viation Brigade has reccuivcd 1544
dcvicus and ha.ve instailcd 967, or 64, of these iL, aircra:ft. A com;-
plAtc distri, ution should be -accouplishud soon.

(3) (C) Secure Yoice Device, TSEc/KY-38 Status. The 1st L•viation
Brigade has received 185, or 83%, of the total KY-38's authorized. AlU
th,. kY-38's on hand are operational and in use.

h. Surgcon. %,

(1) (U) AzraiLdical coverage. Aerorcdical su-pport of the Aviation
Brigade rcr.aainud a.t a high level during this reportjig period. The
Brigade's medical assets support about 7,OOQ non-brigade personnel on
an area medical coverage iiiission basis. This additional ;,mediczl re-
quiromint has not resulted in reduced support to Drigade units and per-
sonnel, duc to the one hundred percont manning of all aviation medic.l
officer oositions.

Tho lack of authorized MSC officers has been a cause of misutilization
of some physican time at a few locwtions due to excessive atainistrative
duties; this is especially true at Dong Ba Thin where the 1oth Combat
Aviation Batta-lion physicans provide coverage for a large population of
non-aviation porsonnol. Full aviation :acdical officer staffing will con-
tinue until June when all of the excess aviation medical officers now in
country (not practicing aviation medicinc) will have replaced departing
physicians. The enlisted assignm.nt levels fluctuated during this quarter
but reuained adoquate for perfonrainr medical functions.

(2) (U) iMTOE Test. The data collection phase of the Test MTOE
terdinatcd0 at the end of this report period (30 April). Both test
battalions had not reccived their audiometers and due to logistics pro-
blc(ras neither had a fully functional X-ray. It appears th:.t valuable
data has been collected which will form the basis for a serious study7
of the test ,iTOE.

(3) (U) Operations. The last of thosc r-daical detachments which
were assigned to aviation companies and collocated with battalion Head-
qu7.rters weru finally reassigned to the battalion Headquarters and
Hcz.cdquartcrs Companies as the quartcr c~iie to a close.

CONFIDENTIAL
9



CONFIDENTIAL15 M y 96
SUBJE.CT: Opurationacl Re!,or1t of Hcadquz-r oer--, 15t ;,viation rgd fo

Poriod, ndinag 30 ~pril 1969, RCS CSi'0,t1-65 (R1) (U)

()(U ) G(Loral. Of cnikrleiiupovLancQ wc .s "n infloiw of U..s -C
troca.rcdiod~rz 's and viu1Lsigauppratus which for Lho fir'st toic~
wuoe .deaaila-ble to Lh, riad in sufficiurnt qucantities L; tao
qjuarter clo.sed, the s-,Udical units were equippedi witih sophistic .tud
t..idical cquipiacnt which ms dc possible hiEgher standards of in , aical car
with-in the 1 stIL-vi,'tiun 'Brig-ado.

Durling this qjua-rter-, thu 13rigade. rcgulation on physical. condition-
ing, Rog 6-32-i, 18 F.ob 69, "Stand:ardls of Conduct and Fitness: Physical
Cond-itioniing, and Fitness", was again revisedl. Additional activitics in-
cludcd visits to all subordinate units by either the Surgeýon, ,dminhistr:--
tivc Office-r, or NCOIC.

I. ,vation Safecty/Flight Standarxdiza L~ion.

a.(U) 'AccidC;At'St,%tiStiCS. The 1st hviation Brirgado. flow 1443,-053
niurs during thu last quarter and oxporiicucd 113 aircra.ft a-ccidernts.

Theý a.ircr--ft accident rate for theo quarter based on 100,000 flyinG hours
vras 2-2.5. Fifty-four pecr cent of thc toto-l accidents during, this o~re
res~ulted frorm hturiam cause factors and 46% woeo friau mlateri~al causi. fa-ctors.
LagnLe- failures vwere the greatest cause and accounted for 22% of the total
accidenats. Loss of RPI-4 and tail rotor failures indicated an incro:asc front,
pruv,,ious quarters jrith a total of 9 loss of RP1M- accidcnts and 15 tail
rotor failure accidents. The Brigaide has -Areragcd, fcr the last six
months., 2 loss of RPi11 .ccidenits an! 3 tail rotor failure a-ccidents each
:asntit. The cause of the increase in los;s o-f RPFML accidents is susp-ctU'd
to be associated wita the wana.ýinF_ trend in Southea-st si.The canuse
for the increase in tail rotor failures is unkniown at this time: 43%
of the accidents involved technmiquo and 31% involved judgemaent.

b. (U) Safety Senminr. In February the Sa"fety Section conducte-d the
quarterly s.afety sk.iainc-r a.t 111h. Trarig. The sa.Lranar v;a-s atftended by all1
g.reuup .ndi battaClion safety officers and generated much enthusiasm. The
conft.renice provoý,d extremely successful in the, exchange of ideas and the
furthe~rancu if our accident prevention pro-ra;-. Future sominars wrill be
condlucted on a ouaýrt erly basis.

c. (U) Staff Visits. During the last quacrter the Safety and Flight
StLXndardization Section visited a total of 91 individual battalion and
company size units. The visits proved beneficial in assisting the avia-
tion accident preveýntion progrxm down to the lowest level. Records

wre reviewevd and se~lected fli-ht checks -were conducted byr the stainda-rd-
ization teaia when traini'ng aircraft were availale1. Some units are still
expecriencing difficulties in obtaining aircraft to conduct required in-
country- oriuntlation ,.nd 90-day check rides.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
,.VD,,GC-0 15 Maiay 1969
SUBJ,!CT: Operational Report of headquarto r, lst Aviation Briga.de for

Period Fnding 30 April 1969, RcS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

d. (U) SIP Confcronce. The second standardization instructor pilot
(SIP) conference wrs conducted at this he i.quartcrs during this quarter.
The conference was 'hidhlv successful ii pointing out iiutu, problmis and
in discussing meaningful and practical solutions.

e. (U) Ist Avn Bdo Reg 385-1O and 95-6. Ist ,ýviaticn Brigade Regula-
tion 385-10, "Aviation Safety", and 1st Aviation Brigade Regulation 95-6,
"Flight Orientation and Standardization Progroai, were revised during
this quarter. During the month of May these regulations will be distri-
buted to all aviation units within the Brigade.

f. (U) Aircraft Accident Statistics:

1iONTH TOT,'JL FLYIiNG HOURS NO ACCIDENTS STE*

Fubruary 138,,776 30 21.6
March 154,933 37 23.9
"April 149,374 - 46 30.8

*pcr 100,000 flying hours

February Accident Expericnce

TYPE RAI F/W TOT,'AL

Major Accidents 23 6 29
1.Linor Accidents 1 0 1
Incidents 27 4 31
Forced Landings 30 2 32
Precautionary 53 11 64

LanCings

March accident Experience

R/W F/W TOTAL

Major Accidents 31 4 35
M1inor Accidents 1 1 2
Incidents 48 5 53
Forced Landings 31 2 33
Precautionary 99 15 114

Landings

April Accident Experience

TYPE__AI F/W TOTAL

Major Accidents 41 1 42

11
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
'tV13GC-o 15 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, ist Aviation Brigade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RGS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

TYPE RWF/W TOTAkL

Kinor Accidents 4 0 4
Incidents 24 3 27
Forced Landings 24 7 31
Precautionary

Landings 103 25 128

j. Chaplain.

(I) (U) Religious Activities

(G.) Group Religious Services

1. Number conducted 896
i2. Number Attending 32,082

(b) Religious education

I. Number occasions ' 527
2. Number attending 7,769

(c) Character Guidance

1. Number occasions 214
2. Number attending 40,537

(d) N umber Pastoral Visits 17,729

(2) (U) Brigade Chaplain Activities

(a) Staff kssistance Visits 20
(b) Memorial Services 3
(c) Civic Action Program 1

K. Hcadquarters Cornirndant:

(I) (U) There were no changes or additions to the LLission of head-
quarters company.

(2) (U) There were no organizational changes in the headquartcrs
company,

(3) (U) On 6 February 1969 HOSS - JOIUbSON, Captain, Armor, 099477
assumed ccmmand replacing ROBLRT D BRULGGER, Captain, Armor, OFI07560
who was reassiged to 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry. On 19 March 1969

IJ1LLL., Yi McCONWULL, 1SG, RA14292694 replaced J,u.-ES G GL,.0DDI, ISG, RA
13276981, who w-s medically evacuated to CONUS pending retirement.

12
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CONFIDENTIAL
A-VB1GC-4, 15 Moy 1969
6UBJ&ZC' Operational Report of Headquarters, Ist Aviation Brigade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, ROS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(4) (iOUO) Unit Strength as of 30 April 1969:

Military Assigned:

Oily ýJu E• TOTAL
&uth OH Auth OH Auth OH Auth OH

28 41 4 9 86 151 118 201

Military %ttachc!:

OFF wo EM TOTAL
1 1 11 13

C ivilian s:

DAC VN 3rd Natl Contractor
Auth OH Auth OH Auth OH Auth OH
1 1 29 29 0 0 0 0

(5) (FOUO) Aircraft Strength Figures as of 30 April 1969:

UH-I -,H-6 U-6, U-21 TOTAL
Auth OH Auth OH Auth ')H N. Auth OH Auth OH

4 5 5 1 2 2 3 3 14 11

1. Historian.

(I) (U) History of the 1st Aviation Brigade. On 17 February 1969,
1AG Robert R. Williaris authorized Mr. Frank Mariano to write a history
of the 1 st Aviation Brigade, to be published by the Victn=m Military
Histories Publishing Company, Atlantic Hi-1and;, New jersey. A letter
of iLntrodu'tion was given to M.r. Mlariano granti.zi, him access to the per-
ti-nent. files of tne 1 st Aviation Brigade. The c:xected completion time
of the pictorial history is mid-September 1969.

(2) (U) Brigade History Regulation 870-1. Ist Aviation Brigade
Reg 870-i, "Brigade History Program: Historical Activities, "was re-
vised on 18 April 1969 to correspond with AR 870-5, Sep 68. In addition,
further guidance is given on the preparation of Unit Histories and
Annual Supplements and on the prepara-tion of biographies of Battalion
and Group Coni-iznders.

(3) (U) Detachment Status. General Order 1812, HQ 1st Aviation
Brigade, dtd 22 April 1969, attached the 8th IMilitary History Detachment
to HHC, Ist Aviation Brigade, for -ll purposes: the effective date is
2 February 1968.
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A~V±3iGcc-O 15 May 1969
SUB~vCT: Operaitional Report of HcL'.dqtrnrLurs, 1s~t .vilntiA1- Brir-Tldu for

Period Endin- 30 Aýpril 1969, ROS CSFOR-65 (R1i) (Ui

(4) (U) Gross of Gallantry 4 wx.Thu, Crurs of Ulntywith
Palm- (S(cind *,w-ird) uwar:.ud to tho 1 st ;-%viation riaeby the Govornnicrit
of' thQ iRepublic of Vietnama for the period 22 Fubruary 196'? t,) 17 May
1968, has bcen confirmie~d by Depa~rtrncnt of Airy Gcncra]d Ordc~r 21, 8 April
1969.

IN
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CONFIDENTIAL
JV•QO.O 15 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquartera, l1t Aviation Brigade for
Period Liding 30 April 1969, sC8 CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

2. (C) Section II, Leesgrn Loargod: Cnander, s Observation.j. Evalua-

tions -and Recouuendations.

a. Personicl. NONE

b. Operations. NONE

c. Trainin. NONE

d. Inteoli&2nce. NONE

.ics.

(U) Property Book Officer.

(i) Observation; Unit Supply Technicans (761A) have been deleted
from Aviation units by MTOE.

(2) Evaeluation: The deletion of the Unit Supply Technician from
the aviation unit has seriously affected the lpoistica3 efforts of thu
1st Aviation Brilo.do. The assignmont of either - junior coa-issioned
officer or % non-tcchnically rCted warrant officer as Property Book
Officer as .n additional duty has provwn to be unacceptable. The aiount
of tirae the aviator has available to devote .to supply duties is insuf-
ficient: this is compounded by the critical shortage of trained and
qualified unit Supply Serreants, (MOS 76Y40/50, 69% assigned; 76A10,
42$ assigned). In some instances, the property books are maintained by
supply clerks with little more than basic supply course training. The
training of assigned Supply Sergeants, in some instances, is less than
adequate: this is caused by reclassification of combat wounded personnel,
accelerated promotion of enlisted personnel, and unit supply roquire-
ments within CONUS where property book management is not required.

(3) Recozniendation: That unit Supply Technician be reestablished
in all aviation TOE's.

(4) Coi-and Action: This headquarters is in the process of sub-
mitting an emergency MTOE change to reestablish the unit Supply Tech-
nicians in the aviation units assigned to the 1 st Aviation Brigade.

f. Organization. NONE

g. Information. NONE

h. Sisal.

(I) (C) Shortage of secure voice equipment in AH-1G and UH-1H air-
craft.
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVB,,GC-0 15 May 1969
SUBJýZT: Operational Re~port of Headquarters, 1st Aviation BrigadeO for

Pcriod Ending- 3'0 Aipril 1969, RCS CSFOR.-65 (R1 ) (Ti)

(a) Obsurvatiori: AH-IG aircraft and recently a-rrive-d flOw UH-1I1
ihclicoptcrs havu arrived from thu factory less the KY-28 control head

(b) Evalua-tion: Thu shortaýge of the control ht.ad" and rnuunt has
pruvented thQ utilizzation of sccurc voico equiprwnt inl aircr:,.ft, equip-
itiunt which shiould' be pr~iaary for coizuiunications on daily co;.bat opcr-
ations.

(c) Recozvacridation: That action be taken to obtain an adecquate:
nuniber of eo)ntrjl C-8157, FSN: 5821-92-7230 and miount KY-28 M~T-38O
-AC i"SE: 56CL~-937-1O36, with which to equip all A~H-lG aircraft tha't
arc prcs--ntly in country. Further tlnat -in andequa-te supply of the rmount
,,id control head.L be acquired tý futrnish other aircraft Lin Viretnýzam, which
are short these itaias, and allow sufficient supplies t. the %manufacturers
to prevent shipment 'of aircraft to Vie-tnam m rinus this equipment.

(2) (Ui) Shortagec of biOS 35F, 3514 and 76U.

(2) Obsorvation: The critical shortage- 'Zf 110S 35P, 3511 and. 76U

ashad. a Krezdeffect upo(,n r-.any unit!a iission cap:%bilil-y.

(b) Eva-luation: The shortar;e- of MOS '~5P, 1*L-riunics Repair Sup..-,Visors,
has had an adverse effect upc.n the operaticor of the aivionics mission of
the 1 st Avriation Tdri-ade, This MOS orovido s the major part of the super-
vi sionI tochnical knowledge Lnd production capability of the avionics
raaintonance in a unit. There is presently a 48% fill of 35P MO0S' s in the
Brigade, ft fill of' 35ý6 is the present level for MOS 35M, Avionics Flig~ht
CoDntrol Equipment Repairmaan, a necessary repairmaan for stablization
cquipr.,.ýnt in helicop)tcrs. The shortagje 'f MO0S 7')U tProvents the neco)ssary
faýcet o)f suapply o)perations in avionics units. T1his sc',ool-trai-Jned 1kOS
is tiio fc~uiadation of on efficicnt oparation. Thquo is prosontly a 48%
fill of 70"6 oursunnel within th 1 st 1.viation Brigrade.

(c) Rccoxaecndation: "Tha.t imlzwdiatc action be takRen by hig;her head-
cunrterts toD detez~xiinu wherither the 1 st A'vn Bdo is reccivinig an equitable
share of personnel in 1-OS 35P, 35N., and 76U based on authorized and as-
signed strengths and considcr:ing maission requiraements."

bSurgeon. NONE

J. Aviation Sanfcty/Fli.,;-ht Standardization.

(1i) (U) Shortar-e of Fli~ht Safety Clothing.

()Observation: Staff visits conducted within this commaond have

indjicated a shortagre of flight safety clothing for a-via-tors.
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6U"J"Li: O:crational Report of Headquarters, 1 st Aviation 1 ri5ade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, HOS CSFOR-65 (ali) (U)

(b) Evaluation: Aviators wenrina flight safety clothing (Numex
flight uniforr., NIaox gloves, and leather boots) h;vV' a hluch higher
survival rate from aircraft accidents involving post-crash fires.
check of requisitions for these items indicate that units arc having
problems ruceiving the quantity and sizes required. Units of this com-
mond arc located throughout Vietnam and the logisitica-. support is ex-
tensive.

(c) Rocom.nondation: To ininize the logisitical rcquircmcnts and
facilitatQ issuing of this equipment, it is rcconae.nded that aviators be
issued s.fcty clothing at replacement depots upon arrival in Vietnam.

(2) (U) Technical Report of US Army Aircraft Accidents.

(a) Observation: The Technical Report of US Army Aircraft Accidents
is not being reviewed by the iimmediate.commander to whom the aircraft
is assigncd in all cases. Accident prevention at company level is the
foundation Qf an aviation safety program.

(b) Evaluation: A review of the circu•iqtan,.ccs surrounding the
accident n-_d the findings and reconramndat .ons of the invest•1atinr
officer/board, will assist the coamanding officer in taking appropriate
actions to prevent recurrence of s tL-dlzr c-ccidc.ts. Existing direct-
ives do not contain sufficient guidance ian->outing the Aircraft Accident
Report tlh'ough the comnmander to whom the aircralt is assigned.

(c) Reconniendation: That the report should be submitted by the in-
vestigating officcr/board, to the aypointin-jreviewing headquarters, and
indorsed to the unit coramander for statement of concurrence or noncon-
currence and corrective action tacon. The report should then be r-turned
through a;:§?ropriato channels to USAd3,uh.

(d) Ccx.aand Action: Units within this con,:land have becn advis.d to
route the Accident Report through the immediate unit com.mander for coa-
ments and corrective actions. Ist Aviation Brigade ReLulation 385-10,
Aviation Safety, is being revised to reflect this procedure.

(3) (U) Accident Finding and Recommendations.

(a) Observation: Circumstances surrounding an aircraft accident
and tho findings and recommendations of the investi;-ating officer/board,
are not being disseminated throughout this command. Many units are un-
awame of the details of particular accidents. Knowledge of an accidont
and rcconracndations to prevunt recurrence will prevent similar accidents
within a unit.

17

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
4 LV61 GG -4 15 flay 1969
SUM!LCT: Operationa~l Report o&.L Headquzrters, is t A"Viatiolu Bri;ade fo

Period Exid~in-: 30 ~.r1 1 969, 1RCS C 6FOR-6-5 (Ri1) (U)

(b) Eva-lulation: Safe'ty is zin cduccation proccss and if flyincg er son -
ici care 1:ade.L OLware of the circum1stzances surroundiingf TIjrticuil'ar accidcnts

thcey can LviodI placin:, thcx.isolves and their Luiý4iiýtit i~~a
u1viAr-nment.

(c) Rucornmcnda-tions: That detailt of Bri. adc accidents -shuulc. b-.
c.vailzablc at collipaýn- arnd battalion for use in safety i.ee~tings Lmnd readinE

()Coi-miaand Action: Accident briefs, to include fincinr's and re-
Cu~nairsof the i:.vsi-ai, fier/boardi, are now bein- publiohud

in Lho 1 st iAvictiin Dri-:,.de haonthJly safety publicantion.

k. Chaplain. NONEK

1. Headquarters Commandant. MONE

ni. Historian.

(U) Unit Histories andl Annual Supplam(;nts.

(1) O1.serv-tlWn: Uý-nits continue to s--,b,,Lit inate,, poorly writL(.n
initial Unlit Histories and iAnnual Supplaa-rnts to their initial Urtd:-
Histories: miany of theoe reports do nbtý. cjaply w.,ith oe-stingr, reg'x--i
tions.

(2) Evaluation: Unit Histories and Annual Supplements should ac-
curately pcirtray, in detail., the unit? s activities during the previous year.
These re-)orts have lastinr, historical va--lue, and may be usedc as rcsoarch

matrial by historians when the hisibory of the Vietnem. War is rt:.n

(3) Ri-n;-zmo-ndf-tion: Tha. units appoint the most qualifJ.ocd indivi.-
dlual to wmac the Unit Histor~y or Amanual Supplam..:nt, and that Lreat,
care be teac 'by that ind:ividual to insure that the report duoes, in
reaLity, accurately describe the unit' s activities and operations of the
past year, end that e.-dsting., regulations are camplied wit~h.

(4) Coi.maancl A'ction; 1st A'vn Bde RcC 870-1 has bee-n revised, 18
7ryrii 1969, to include deta~ilcd Zuidcuacc (Appediax II., to include ffnnexes

z ndl B) on the preparation of these izportant historical reports.

F~z?. THE Cai±dqD!41t:

5 Inel d'olonul, Infantry
as hief of *Sta,-ff

Inci 2 -5 wd Hq, DA
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CONFIDENTIAL
%~VB&,.GC-o15MY96

SUBJkL~T: Operational Re~port of Huadquarters, ist 15ato Bri-,d f969

Foriod Ending- 30 April 1969., A;5 CSF0111-65 (RI) (U)

DL5T~itBUTIO1J:

1 Copy - Thru chazrnuls to XSEFiR D,, (Or,,jnja Copy)
2 Copies - Thru channcl5 to Cb~~Di (With First Incdorsmerant)
2 Copic s - CIIkiCUS~aPiC ^JT'L: GPOP-DT
3 Copies - CG US;,JLV AT114: j1.VHCGv-DST
I Copy - G-3 File,
1 Copy - G-3 Organizational History File (Confidcnatial)
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVHGC-DST (15 May 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U)

HMADQUARTEILS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 2 JUN 0o

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 1st Aviation
Brigade.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning Unit Supply Technicians (761A) which
have been deleted from Aviation Units by MTOE, section II, page 15, para-
graph 2e. Concur with the premise that the addition of a Unit Supply Tech-
nician (761A) to company level Aviation Units should improve the logistical
operation of the units. This subject is currently under study at this head-
quarters as a separate action. If, after appropriate staff evaluation, the
recommendation is determined to be valid, appropriate action will be taken by
this headquarters to add a Unit Supply Technician to Aviation MTOE.

b. (C) Reference item concerning shortage of secure voice equipment in
AH-lG and UH-lH aircraft, section II, pages 15-16, paragraph 2h(l); concur.
USAAITC presently does not have sufficient depot stock to meet demands for
up-dating aircraft in RVN. Requests are passed to CONUS for fill. Unit re-
quisition for mounts and control heads will be filled as items are received
in TUMI. Unit will be notified of above comment.

c. (U) Reference item concerning shortages of MOS 35P, 35U and 76U,
section II, page 16, paragraph 2h(2). Records in AG confirm a shortage in
YOS 35N and 35P, and 76U in the 1st Aviation Brigade. The brigade compares
favorably to the USARV. average in MOS 35N and is above the USARV average in
COS 35P. The brigade is below the USARV average in MOS 76U because most

individuals possessing this MOS who arrive in RVN have been depot trained
and must be assigned against critical depot requirements. Increased emphasis
is being placed on assigning nondepot trained personnel in MOS 76U to the
1st Aviation Brigade.

d. (U) Reference item concerning shortage of flight safety clothing,
section II, pages 16-17, paragraph 2j(l); concur. Study is in process to

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
,., O DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

determine feasibility of issuing subject clothing to aviators at replace-
ment depots. Unit issue procedures will continue to be required for
initial issue to enlisted crewnen, and replenishment of equipment for all
aircrewmen.

FO., TH CtNMANDER:

C. o. WILSON
ILT,. AGC
Asswant AdIjulrA Cen.rw.

Cy furn:
1st Avn Bde
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GPOP-DT (15 May 69) 2d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1st Avn Bde for Period

&ding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

HQ, US Army., Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 i 1 JUL 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
ArrVj, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ment and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CCMANDER IN CHIEF:

C.L sIon

22 AG
AM AG.
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